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News 
Briefs
Chamber Happy 
Hour Aug. 19
Friends of the Library
on Wednesday
August 19, 4:30-6 p.m.
Stevenson Library
120 NW Vancouver Av-
enue.
Appetizers and refresh-
ments provided.

Incredible Years 
Parenting Course

Parents and caregivers 
of young and elementary-
age children are invited 
to participate in this free 
course focused on sup-
porting children at home 
and in school.

Topics include set-
ting healthy screen-time 
and substance-use rules, 
helping with homework, 
monitoring children after 
school, and promoting 
emotional well-being. 

Classes will be held 
Thursdays, September 3 
through November 19, 
from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 
p.m. at the Hegewald 
Center in Stevenson. 
Lunch is provided and 
space is limited. 

For questions, email 
karen.douglass@esd112.
org.

Local farmers
market held
on Saturdays

A Farmers Market 
takes place on the Steven-
son Waterfront every Sat-
urday from 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. for local food, hand-
made goods, live music, 
kids’ activities, and more!

The Stevenson Farm-
ers Market is located at 
140 SW Cascade Ave, in 
Stevenson. SNAP, SUN 
Bucks, WIC, and Senior 
benefits are accepted, 
with a $25 SNAP Match 
available.

 
An art in
the park
craft party

Mark your calendars 
and plan to join for anoth-
er craft party meetup at 
the Waterfall Sanctuary in 
Stabler. It is a DIY Fair-
ies, Gnomes, and Forest 
Bathing - Art In The Park 
Craft Party meetup.

As long as weather and 
air quality allow, there 
will be a gathering for an 
afternoon of making art in 
the forest!

All are welcome. It is 
free to join! Aug 15, Noon 
- 2 p.m.

More details: https://
w w w. f a c e b o o k . c o m /
share/1CwiLRquCh. 

Advocacy
luncheon
is Sept. 2

Join the Skamania 
County Chamber of Com-
merce on Sept. 2, 11:30 
a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at Car-
son Hot Springs Elk 

This day in history
1898	 Armistice ends the Spanish-American War.
1941	 FDR and Churchill meet on ship, map out 

Atlantic Charter.
1964	 James Bond creator Ian Fleming dies at age 

56.
1990	 Skeleton of Tyrannosaurus rex discovered.
2000	 Russian sub, the “Kursk,” sinks with 118 

onboard.
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Aug. 12–15
Skamania County Fairgrounds

By Charlie Plante
DeVaul Publishing

The Skamania Coun-
ty Fair is coming 
up with a sensory-

friendly morning, known as 
Sunflower Hour, from 9 to 
11 a.m. on Friday, August 
14 at the Skamania County 
Fairgrounds.

This event is free to at-
tend, but parking may have 
to be paid for. It is hosted by 
the local 4-H chapter, Two-
Rivers 4-H, with 15-year-
old Josey spearheading the 
entire operation.

“I’ve always struggled 
with sensory issues,” Josey 
said. “Being able to have 
something like this I can 
put my passion into and re-
late to makes me feel like I 
am doing something to help 
other people like me.” 

Sunflower Hour offers 

the entire fairgrounds emp-
ty to give those attending a 
chance to interact with and 
learn about the 4-H animals 
in a less crowded and calm-
er environment, as well as 
goodie bags with snacks 
and fidgets and hands-on 
activities such as a kinetic 
sand table and crafts. They 
also have noise cancelling 
headphones nearby in case 
anyone needs them. 

It gives people “who 
might have issues with 
sensory overload or people 
with physical or invisible 
disabilities” a chance to 
better enjoy the fair, Josey 
said.

For the last three years 
that Josey has been in-
volved in 4-H, she has also 
been involved in Sunflower 
Hour. Last year, the event 
held 50 people and her job 

was to make pins and be a 
part of the main checkpoint 
staff, helping people come 

in and letting them know 
what they can do during the 
event. 

This year, she said her 
position during Sunflower 

Sunflower Hour offers sensory friendly fair experience

Photo by Charlie Plante

Josey poses for a picture at the Downtown Vancouver Library on July 10, 
2026.
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Jennifer Hays of Stevenson paints the face of 
3-year-old Noelle of Camas on Wednesday, Aug. 
13, at the county fair in 2025.

File photos

Two young women try to roll a log in Rock Cove during the 2025 Timber Car-
nival.

Skamania 
County 
Fair 
returns 
August 
12 to15

Skamania County Fair 
Returns August 12 to 15. 

Get ready for four days 
of fun, food, and commu-
nity spirit at this year’s Ska-
mania County Fair! 

Discounted carnival 
wristbands are on sale now, 
so grab yours early. 

Enjoy FREE nightly en-
tertainment, thrilling live-
stock and horse shows, and 
incredible talent in the ex-
hibit hall. 

Don’t miss Portland 
Wrestling live in the horse 
arena Thursday night. 

Visit our website and 
check the events calendar 
for the full schedule and 
details. See you at the fair. 
https://www.skamaniafair.
com/events

4H members prepare 
their animals to show 
at the Skamania County 
Fair on Aug. 16, 2025.


